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EdQuest Georgia: A statewide 
blueprint for improving education



Accelerating the Pace: A regional 
blueprint for improving education



The Columbia Group members:

• Georgia Partnership for Excellence in 
Education

• A+ Education Partnership, Alabama
• Prichard Committee for Academic 

Excellence, Kentucky
• Education’s Next Horizon, Louisiana
• Mississippi First
• Public School Forum of North Carolina
• SCORE, Tennessee



The Education Poll of the South
• First of its kind to our 
knowledge

• 2,200 registered voters 
across 12 states

• Generally matched 
region in terms of 
gender, age, 
race/ethnicity



How would you describe 
yourself politically on most issues?
• In the South

• 43% Somewhat or very conservative 
• 31% Moderate
• 23% Somewhat or very liberal



Quality of public schools 
across your state in last few years:
• In the South

• 18% Gotten better
• 34% Gotten worse
• 39% Stayed about the same

• In Georgia
• 18% Gotten better
• 37% Gotten worse
• 35%  Stayed about the same



Do public schools do an adequate job 
educating all students in schools across 
the state, or do differences exist in how 
students are educated?
• In the South

• 13% All schools do adequate job
• 74% Differences exist
• 13% Don’t know

• In Georgia
• 73% Differences exist



Would you support or oppose your state 
improving public schools by addressing 
differences in the quality of education across all 
schools in the state?
• In the South

• 85% Strongly or somewhat support
• 6% Strongly or somewhat oppose
• 7% Don’t know

• In Georgia
• 79% Strongly or somewhat support state action 

to address differences



Would you support adjusting the state’s 
school funding system for greater fairness 
among poor and wealthier communities?
• In the South

• 83% Strongly or somewhat support
• 9% Strongly or somewhat oppose
• 8% Don’t know

• In Georgia
• 78% Strongly or somewhat support adjusting 

school funding



If necessary, would you support or 
oppose increasing state taxes to pay 
for more K-12 education funding?
• In the South

• 57% Strongly or somewhat support
• 35% Strongly or somewhat oppose
• 8% Don’t know

• In Georgia
• 66% Strongly or somewhat support increasing 

state taxes for education



If necessary, would you support or 
oppose higher local taxes for more 
K-12 education funding?
• In the South 

• 58% Strongly or somewhat support
• 35% Strongly or somewhat oppose
• 8% Don’t know

• In Georgia
• 62% Strongly or somewhat support 

increasing local taxes for education



If necessary, would you support or 
oppose cutting government spending 
on other issues to make K-12 public 
education funding a higher priority?
• In the South

• 71% Strongly or somewhat support
• 19% Strongly or somewhat oppose
• 10% Don’t know

• In Georgia
• 77% Strongly or somewhat support prioritizing 

education spending



Top issues on Georgia voters’ 
minds: 
• Voters’1st priority: Economy/jobs, 45%
• 2nd: Improving K-12 education, 40%
• 3rd: Improving higher education
• These 3 choices polled higher than 
infrastructure, cutting government spending, 
or holding down taxes



Which priorities in K-12 education do 
state, local officials in Georgia need 
to address?
• Voters’ 1st priority: Ensure effective teachers in 

classroom, 57%
• 2nd: Help high school students prepare for real 

world/teach life skills, 56%
• 3rd: Make sure all children have equal 

opportunity for a good education, no matter 
their circumstance, 53%



Accelerating the Pace report:
• Interviews and school/community visits in each 

state 
• Policymakers, teachers and school/district 

leaders, business leaders, education 
advocates, civil rights advocates, policy 
experts, parents, students 

• Much consensus on major education issues to 
address 

www.acceleratingthepace.org



Accelerating the Pace report:
4 main priorities for states
1. More talent, stronger support for educators
2. New types of academic, nonacademic 

support for today’s students
3. Stronger bridge between high school, 

postsecondary opportunities
4. Resources to meet these goals

www.acceleratingthepace.org



1. More talent, stronger support for 
educators
• Teacher recruitment
• Teacher, principal preparation
• Continued professional 

development/support
• 44% of Ga. teachers leave field in first 5 

years

www.acceleratingthepace.org



More talent, support for educators
• Ga. ranks 28th in starting teacher salary: $33,424
• Increase base salary, introduce alternative 

compensation models
• Ensure access to quality teachers for ALL Georgia 

students
• High-minority schools have nearly 3 times the rate 

of first-year teachers

www.acceleratingthepace.org



2. New types of academic, 
nonacademic support for today’s students
• Goal of college/career training for all requires 
more academic support

• Nearly 1/2 of Ga. counties: No licensed 
psychologist

• Marietta High students wanted college-
preparation workshops, mental health 
counseling, job help for parents, suicide 
prevention, grief support, more

www.acceleratingthepace.org



3. Stronger bridge between high school, 
postsecondary opportunities
• Students must have a seamless path into some 

type of postsecondary. Many still don’t.
• 51% of Ga. students finish high school with career 

certification
• Only 63% of those enrolled in college still enrolled 

or earned a credential after 2 years
• Expand need-based college aid. HOPE is merit-

based. Most states do more. 
www.acceleratingthepace.org



4. Resources to meet these goals
• 28 states add per-student funding for low-income 
students, but Ga. does not

• 34% difference in student spending from highest- to 
lowest-funded Ga. districts

• Ranked 35th in per-student spending in 2014 
($9,403) and behind SC, AL

• Inequities apparent in South, rural/urban
• No major school funding overhaul in decades
• As a state, we don’t know cost of providing the 

education students need
www.acceleratingthepace.org



Key takeaways from the report
• Most agree educational opportunities are uneven 

across our states—for all political views, 
backgrounds

• Most recognize the urgent need to do something 
about this issue. Will help our economy, quality of 
life. 

• Consensus on priorities to address. We can raise the 
bar, even the playing field for all children.

• Let our states’ and children’s future—bring us 
together for this purpose





Our Panelists

• Duke Bradley, Principal, Banneker High School in 
Fulton County

• Genesis Castro, University of Georgia and 
Peachtree Ridge High School graduate

• Chris Clark, President and CEO, Georgia Chamber 
of Commerce

• Allison Townsend, 2019 Georgia Teacher of the 
Year



Candidates for State Education 
Superintendent
• Richard Woods, current State 

Superintendent, Republican
• Otha Thornton, Democrat, former national 

PTA president
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